
Your Virginia 
Gun Rights 

“Yes, Its Legal!” 
    (Welcome to Virginia) 

Virginia State Constitution 

Article 1; Section 13 
That a well regulated militia, composed of the body of the   

people, trained to arms, is the proper, natural, and safe 

defense of a free state, therefore, the right of the people 

to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed; that    

standing armies, in time of peace, should be avoided as 

dangerous to liberty; and that in all cases the military 

should be under strict subordination to, and governed by, 

the civil power. 

(http://legis.state.va.us/Laws/search/Constitution.htm#1S13) 

 
It is NOT necessary to obtain a Concealed 

Handgun Permit (CHP) before carrying a 

handgun, openly, except where prohibited by 

statute. 

(http://www.vsp.state.va.us/Firearms.shtm) 

 
In Virginia, one may openly carry (OC) a  

handgun in plain sight (holstered, of course) 

without a permit. 

 

The minimum legal age to posses and openly 

carry a handgun in Virginia is 18 years of age. 

(§ 18.2-308.7) 

 
Pursuant to §18.2-308 of the Code of Virginia,      

resident concealed handgun permits are issued by the 

circuit court of the jurisdiction in which the applicant 

resides, and nonresident concealed handgun permits 

are issued by the Virginia State Police. 
 

States that honor Virginia’s CHP: 

AK*, AZ*, AR, DE, FL, ID, IN, IA, KY, LA, MI, MS, 

MO, MT, NE, NC, ND, OH, OK, PA, SC, SD, TN, 

TX, UT, VT*, WV, WI*, WY 

*  Vermont (VT), Alaska (AK), Arizona (AZ); Visitors 

who can legally own a firearm can carry concealed or 

openly. No Permit/license required. 

*  Wisconsin (WI) only honors VA non-resident 

permits. 
 

All firearms laws noted in this pamphlet are 

provided only for your convenience. You’re 

responsible to know and understand safety and 

the law before you carry a firearm. 

Useful Resources and Links: 
 

Virginia Citizen’s Defense League 

www.VCDL.org 

 

OpenCarry.org 

www.opencarry.org 

 

Virginia Gun Info 

www.VAGunInfo.com 

  

HandgunLaw.US  

www.HandgunLaw.us  

 

Virginia Legislative Info System 

http://leg1.state.va.us 

 

Virginia State Police Firearms Page 

http://www.vsp.state.va.us/Firearms.shtm 

 

Second Amendment Foundation 

http://www.SAF.org 

 

Gun Owners of America 

http://www.GunOwners.org 

 

National Rifle Association 

www.NRA.org 
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Places Off-Limits While Carrying: 
 

 Federal facilities (buildings) (18 USC 930) 

 Federal lands (except for National Parks) 

 National Forests: OC prohibited except where   

hunting is allowed (4VAC15-40-60) 

 General Assembly Buildings except for CHP holders 

(Joint Rules Committee rule) 

 Land owned or managed by the Department of 

Game and Inland Fisheries -- open carry prohibited 

except where hunting is allowed  (4VAC15-40-60)  

 Hog Island Wildlife Management Area          

(4VAC15-40-120) 

 Buggs Island  (4VAC15-40-140)  

 Several colleges & universities buildings and events: 

 George Mason University  (8VAC35-60-20) 

 Longwood University  (8VAC50-20) 

 Old Dominion University  (8VAC65-10) 

 Richard Bland College  (8VAC115-30) 

 University of Virginia  (8VAC85-20) 

 Virginia Military Institute  (8VAC100-10) 

 Virginia State University  (8VAC110-10) 

 Virginia Tech  (8VAC105-20) 

 William and Mary  (8VAC115-20) 

 Courthouses (§18.2-283.1) 

 Detention Facilities (§15.2-915) 

 K-12 school grounds (CHP holders exempted for 

concealed carry while in a vehicle) (§18.2-308.1) 

 K-12 school buses. (§18.2-308.1) 

 Property used exclusively for K-12 school sponsored 

functions (§18.2-308.1) 

 Air carrier airport terminal buildings (§18.2-287.01) 

 Places of worship while a meeting for religious      

purposes is being held "without good and sufficient 

reason" (§18.2-283) 

 

Other Things to Know: 
 

 It is unlawful to drink alcohol while carrying        

concealed in a restaurant or club. (§18.2-308.J3) 
 

 Holding a CHP does not override the gun policies of 

private property owners. (§18.2-308.0)  
 

 Handguns on the seat or dashboard of a vehicle, in 

plain view, while in a vehicle is not prohibited. 
 

 Handguns may be secured in a container or       

compartment in a vehicle or vessel. (§18.2-308.B.10) 

Selected Virginia State Statutes 

& Laws Pertaining to Firearms 
http://www.vsp.state.va.us/Firearms_StateLaws.shtm 

 

§ 15.2-915. Control of firearms; applicability to 

authorities and local governmental agencies. 
A. No locality shall adopt or enforce any ordinance, resolution or motion, as 
permitted by § 15.2-1425, and no agent of such locality shall take any 

administrative action, governing the purchase, possession, transfer, ownership, 
carrying, storage or transporting of firearms, ammunition, or components or 
combination thereof other than those expressly authorized by statute. For 

purposes of this section, a statute that does not refer to firearms, ammunition, 
or components or combination thereof, shall not be construed to provide 
express authorization.  
 

Nothing in this section shall prohibit a locality from adopting workplace rules 

relating to terms and conditions of employment of the workforce. However, 
no locality shall adopt any workplace rule, other than for the 

purposes of a community services board or behavioral health 

authority as defined in § 37.2-100, that prevents an employee of that 
locality from storing at that locality's workplace a lawfully possessed 
firearm and ammunition in a locked private motor vehicle. Nothing 
in this section shall prohibit a law-enforcement officer, as defined in § 9.1-101, 

from acting within the scope of his duties.  
 

The provisions of this section applicable to a locality shall also apply to any 
authority or to a local governmental entity, including a department or agency, 
but not including any local or regional jail, juvenile detention facility, or state 

governed entity, department, or agency. 
 

C. In addition to any other relief provided, the court may award reasonable 
attorney fees, expenses, and court costs to any person, group, or entity that 
prevails in an action challenging (i) an ordinance, resolution, or motion as 

being in conflict with this section or (ii) an administrative action taken in bad 
faith as being in conflict with this section. 
 

D. For purposes of this section, "workplace" means "workplace of the 
locality."  
 

§ 18.2-308. Personal protection; carrying concealed 

weapons; when lawful to carry. 
H. …The person issued the permit shall have such permit on his person at all 
times during which he is carrying a concealed handgun and shall display the 
permit and a photo identification issued by a government agency of the 

Commonwealth or by the United States Department of Defense or United 
States State Department (passport) upon demand by a law-enforcement 
officer. Failure to display the permit and a photo identification upon demand 

by a law-enforcement officer shall be punishable by a $25 civil penalty, which 

shall be paid into the state treasury. Any attorney for the Commonwealth of 
the county or city in which the alleged violation occurred may bring an action 

to recover the civil penalty. A court may waive such penalty upon 
presentation to the court of a valid permit and a government-issued photo 
identification. Any law-enforcement officer may issue a summons for the civil 

violation of failure to display the concealed handgun permit and photo 
identification upon demand.  
 

J3. No person who carries a concealed handgun onto the premises of any 
restaurant or club as defined in § 4.1-100 for which a license to sell and serve 
alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption has been granted by the 

Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Board under Title 4.1 of the Code of 
Virginia may consume an alcoholic beverage while on the premises. ... 
 

J3. (Continued) A person who carries a concealed handgun onto the 

premises of such a restaurant or club AND consumes alcoholic 
beverages is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. However, nothing in this 
subsection shall apply to a federal, state, or local law-enforcement officer. 
 

O. The granting of a concealed handgun permit shall not thereby 

authorize the possession of any handgun or other weapon on property 
or in places where such possession is otherwise prohibited by law or is 
prohibited by the owner of private property. 

 

§ 18.2-287.4. Carrying loaded firearms in 

public areas prohibited; penalty. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to carry a loaded (a) semiautomatic     

center-fire rifle or pistol that expels single or multiple projectiles by 
action of an explosion of a combustible material and is equipped at 
the time of the  offense with a magazine that will hold more than 20  

rounds of ammunition or designed by the manufacturer to accommodate 
a silencer or equipped with a folding stock or (b)  shotgun with a 
magazine that will hold more than seven rounds of the longest 

ammunition for which it is chambered on or about his person on any 

public street, road, alley, sidewalk, public right-of-way, or in any public 
park or any other place of whatever nature that is open to the public in 

the Cities of Alexandria, Chesapeake, Fairfax, Falls Church, 
Newport News, Norfolk, Richmond, or Virginia Beach or in the 
Counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Henrico, Loudoun, or Prince  
William. 
 

The provisions of this section shall not apply to law enforcement 

officers, licensed security guards, military personnel in the performance 
of their lawful duties, or any person having a valid concealed      
handgun permit or to any person actually engaged in  lawful hunting or 

lawful recreational shooting activities at an established shooting range or 
shooting contest. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall 
be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. ... 
 

§ 18.2-308.1. Possession of firearm, stun 

weapon or other weapon on school 

property prohibited. 
C. If any person possesses any firearm designed or intended to expel a 
projectile by action of an explosion of a combustible material within a 

public, private or religious elementary, middle or high school building and 
intends to use, or attempts to use, such firearm, or displays such weapon 
in a threatening manner, such person shall be guilty of a Class 6 felony 

and sentenced to a mandatory minimum term of imprisonment of five 
years to be served consecutively with any other sentence. 
 

...The provisions of this section shall not apply to ... (vi) a person who 
possesses an unloaded firearm that is in a closed container … in or upon 

a motor vehicle, or an unloaded shotgun or rifle in a firearms rack in or 

upon a motor vehicle; or (vii) a person who has a valid concealed 
handgun permit and possesses a concealed handgun while in a motor 

vehicle in a parking lot, traffic circle, or other means of vehicular ingress 
or egress to the school. For the purposes of this paragraph, … "closed 
container" includes a locked vehicle trunk. 
 

§ 18.2-283. Carrying dangerous weapon to 

place of religious worship. 
If any person carry any gun, pistol, bowie knife, dagger or other 

dangerous weapon, without good and sufficient reason, to a place of 
worship while a meeting for religious purposes is being held at such place 
he shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor.  
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